THE CeERRITORYT OF POLAND

“ the Polish problem is above all a problem of territory, Situated
' "between Germany, the strongest continental nation, always intent
| }gpen tye conguest snd sbsorption of roland, on the one side, and
%ﬁssia. vhere disintegrating forces appear to have the upper hand and
i mi@h 1a.nn11‘k.017 to be able to afford roland any effective support
aga:hiat German aggression, on the other side, Poland must be hergelf
a solid state, completely independent and capable of taking care of
herself and of developing along her own lines. gshe must be the grest
._‘foonstmctiw demoerscy of Eastern Furope, & barrier against Berman
‘pressure castward and at the ssme time she must be protected from
‘enarchical influences,
| To cope with these difficulties, which flow dg¢irectly from
"the circumstances of her situation the following conditions are
esgential for Poland:
1. She must have sn extensive territory and large populatien
2, The population must be sifficiently homogenous to insure
internal cohesion,
3. Her frﬁéhﬁiée must correspond to geographical requirements
8o as to secure independence of her neighbou:‘rl. In thr
In the pest, Poland was one of the largest states in jFurope,
but its internal solidity was compromised bys such extension %a the
east, as to include peoples but slightly cultured whom it was
obliged to civilize at the cost of exhausting poland proper, while
in the west it had very abnormal frontiers which exposed the
country to greay danger from the Germanic naighhc‘?r s, After the
partitions, the three partitioning pewers aiming to render any polish
"resurrection ™ imposeible, used eveyy means of diminishing the rolish
population and of restricting the polish territory attacking especially
Poland's border provinces, Pmélia placed Germen settlers on polish
lands and sought foreibly to germanize the polish inhebitente; nussia
‘ and sustria ffesewkwik fomented ill feeling against the poles among
- -~the Rnthonia.n? and Xem Lithuanian cpesking populations on Polish terri.



fories.
7o some exbent these efforts were successful, but thie success

has been much exaggerated in the propegands espread abroad through
official and wnofiieial (ermen and Russian channels,

The ®ienies of pPolend had at thelr disposal 2 great weapon, - The
vofficial" statistics which they used to degrale Poland in the eyes of
the world and to represent her as a small nationality of very little
velue to civilizélmankind at large, One of the resulte of the work
of the official statisticians, historiens, economists and publiciste
is the indifference of public opinion in the great nations towards
the cause of poland, while in reality the polish problem is one of the
moet important of this war, 1Ite importance is fully realized only in
one couniry, - Germany; her s&'batesm and political writers frequently
repeat that the rolish proRlem is the most important one for the future
of Germeny and that the reconstitution of a really independent Poland
would be immortal blow to Germany's ambitions in gestern gurope, '

since the beginning of the war the Central Powers have been Very
busy in the search of & sulution of the rPolish problem which would best
guarentee 4m theiinterests, and there is no doubt that they will em-
ploy all available means until the finel conclusion of peace to
prevent such a territorial solution of the polish problem ss would
give Poland s real independence and restore her to her historicsl
role of a barrier against German advance eastward, 7The existence
of such a Poland would be a great obstacle to Germsn interference in
Russian affairg; it would ghange Germeny's positionm on the Baltie
which she seeks to dominate entirely; lastly, 1t would produce ikm &
centem of orgenization for smaller nations, particularly for the
cmho-s:l.-ovﬂ; agﬁ the Roumanians whose forces combined with those of
Polend would #m¥X in that part of jurope & powerful support mR for the

cause of Freedom and Democracy,

TBe following analysis of the situation in the different parts
of the polish linguistic and historicsl territory is an attempt
to show the tespective importance for the future of ;oland snd to

_ demonstrate the justice of the Polish claims gard '
: . with re to
4 érent provinces i 4
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I. GEEMAN POLAED,

The Polish territory in the prussien stete is subdivided into
four provincest rosen, West Prussia, Bast Pruseia snd silfeis, roseni
West Prussia and part of jaet Prussia belonged to the rolish atate
after the first /1772/ end second /1793/ partitions of poland, silisie
and the chief part of Rast prussis did not belong to roland at the
time of the partitions, but ggogontainad Tim Territories linguistically
Polish, The strength of the national Polish epirit of this vopulation
is undisputebly scknowledged on the part &‘ the German Government by
the application of the repressive anti-polish laws, 7The Prussian
territories in which the anfiﬁjoliah laews are in force concist of:
Posen, weet Prussis, the Southern folish belt of Gast prussia /regency
of Allenstein/, Upper silesia, three mastern districts of yiddle
S1lesla, snd even, =s regards the prevention of the progress of the
Polish lanid owmership, a few mastern Districts of Brandenburg end
Pomeranis, The rumber of snti-polish insotments is very considerable
and increased §E§%§§!¢ during the years preceding the war, These
laws, which justly provoked indignation of the whole civilized world
excluded Polich Ffrom the schools, forbade its use in publie, fin
districts where more than ®ixly per cent of the population is Polish ,
the nee of the rolish language at public meetings 18 to be allowed untdl
1927 under law made by the German Relchsteg in 1910/ prohibited ‘H’builﬂu
ing of dwelling houces on lasnds newly aoquired by Polish farmers, an-
thorige&f ovggsﬁggﬁiata Polish landowners and put every obstacle in the
way of the normel existence an® free development of the rolish popula~
tion,

A "Colonization Comuittee" was founded in 1885 for the purnose
of plenting Germens on Polish lande in the sbove mentioned arcas snd
thus greduslly omsting the legitimate nstive Bnhebitents, In carrying
out this scheme, the Colonizstion Comnittee EXk expended between 1885
and 1914 1,200,000,000 marks /three hundred million dollers/, end in

2ddition a much larger sum was spent within the same period by ths
Pruscien sldministration out of the seeret funds put at the govermmentrg
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disposal by the Prussian Lendtag, These funds were largely used far '
subsidizing Germen institutions, enterprises and individusle in the *
Polish areas, for supporting the anti-Polish activities and in General

for fostering and promoting Germanization,

This Goverznment war waged against the Poles was supported by volun-
tary eoquoration of the German nation, Twenty-five years ago there was
foundied an organization called "the Associstion for promoting germanism
in the Rastern Provinces"® /ostm;,rkenvoroin/.- composed of about eighty
thousand members, Germens from all over the Tmpire including majority
of the total number of Professors of the Germen universities and high.
schools, This association o&%erate& with the Government in the relent.-
less strife waged against the Poles; it exposed those of the governmen-
tal officials who failed to ~how themselves sufficiently zealous and /.
execution of Polish laws and denounced the minicters whemwWer their
policies did not satisfy 4t as sufficiently vigorous in its extermina-
tive anti-rolish tendencies, rurthermore, the Associetion inspired and
stimulated the enactment of repressive legislation,

All these activities of the German Government and natien have not
succeeded in breaking up the nationsl defense of the Poles; the polish
population and the rolish property constantly increased and the rolish
business class rapidly gained ground in competition with german industry
and commerce. Tjis proves the strength and ﬁtauw of the polish popu.
lation inhabiting the territory in question and 2lso precents the mo#t
atriking example of a rule against the will and interests of the people,
& rule vhich will continue its destruetiwe charscter as long as the
Polish provinces remein & part of Germeny.

1.  P2OSEN. fThe northern part of this Province /Netze distriet/ was
annexed by Prussiz at the time of the first partitdon of poland janme/;
the remalning, much larger part, belonged to roland Antil 1793, rosen
was the most ancient part of the Polish State and consequently the mest
advanced in civilization, Being the cradle of the State, it is very
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dear to the Polish heart and al the same time 1t has an imuense impor-

tance for the future of the nation, It ie the most cultured part of
$he national body. Here, the masces of the people in both education

'and properly are om a plane of equality with the corresponding classes
in the most advanced yesterm countries, ratriotism, and the sense
of edvic duty are the most developed among the masses and ne part of
Poland will contribute more towards meking the nation a real westerm
denocracy., By the language of the populetion, rosen is an essentislly
Popifh country, Only in the beein of the Netze, which was colonized
by Frederick the Grea?®, and on the western extremity of the province,
does it include some districts partly germanized,

The officisl Prussian statistica show 38% of Germsn spesking pO-
pulation in the provimce, but the Germam part of the population sctually
settled in the country ddes not smount to more than 20%, the remsin-
ing 18% beingz composed of temporarily imported Gowvernment officials,
railway, post, and telezrephic employeee, gchool teachers, military
garrisons, new setilers on government lande meinteined by government
subsidies, and a large number of Poles who sre forced to declare
German nationality at the census becsuse employed in Gofernmqnt service
or by privaje Germem employers, and threstened with loss of position if
they deelsare polish nationmality, Considering all the ahove facts,there
can be no question as to the right of the rolish nation to the territory
of Posen; it 418 an integral part of -poland and one of the most impor
tant to the future progress of the nation,

Se WEST PRUSSIAe With the exception of a few of its easterm dis.
triets, this Province belonged to Poland up te 1772, vhrough thés
province, Poland had access to the sea, The seisure of West prussia

by Frederick II besides being a mevere blow o the sentiment of the
Polish population, also canéea its economie downfall, sfter the
partition of Poland, the Port of Damkig which had beem the wealthiosh
city on the Baltie, fell rapidly into decay and statistice throughout
the whole century show a decrease of its commerce year by year, itha
in the last 30 years, the Germnen Government, in order to improve the
_economic condition of the eity, and to strengthen its German charaster,

made 1t the seat of the chief headguarters of the Lastern Army,



established large Shipyards, founded a Technical College, ecte,,
but in spite of all these efforts, Dantzig, economically, has re-
mained o dead city,

The Germanization of west prussis has been the chief endeavor
of the Prussian Government eéver since the first pertition of Poland,
A8 2 result, the use of German in the province has made extensive
Progress, A considerable percentage of the population has either
:for_o__gan_q the use of the polish languags, adopting German instead, or
olse st411 °lings tensciously, though surreptitiovsly, to its native
tongue by using it at home in the femily eirele, while gpeaking
German in publie; but evem of those who have long since forgotitem to
8peak Polish, many are comscious of thelr Polish origin and remain
Poles at heart, though outwardly they sre often obliged to conceal
their nationality so =8 not to forfeit the means of earning their
livelihood; Poles, it must be understocd, are as such, refused ompley'{.
mont both by the Governmemb snd by private German employers, (officdal
Prussien statistics give the number of polish Epeaking inhebitants of
Wiest Prussia ag only 35 per cent of the total population, = figure
far below the setusl percentage. It may be cafely assumed that with
the return of the province to the polish ttate, a large majority of the
population would prove Polish, ghe official figurea for Dantzig
repregent the city as almost purely German; wcanwhile, private in.
Vestigation conducted through polish channels, discloses thet nearly
one~half of the population is Polish, though Superficially Germaniged,
The districts with stromg Polish mejoritics are sitvated in the outhern
part of yest prussia and along the western bamk of the Vistula and the
Gulf of Dantzig, 1In the Western distriets situated on the Baltie coast,
even official prucsian etatistics chow 2 Polish ma joRity comprising 55.
76% of the population., These distriets inmverisbly returm to the neicho
8tag and the prussiasn Landtag rolish repregeniatives who never cesse to
protest ageinst the enforced Germanizstion of their country,
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The Province of Vest Prussia should Welong efter the war to !the

Polish state for the folléwing reasons:

8. It wes an integral part of the Polish State before the psrtitions,

b. It 1o Polish by reasom of the rolish nationality of the majore
ity of its population except in Just a few distriets which heve been
virtually Germanized, /A part of the Germenized territory on the
South-Western border of the province might be left in Germeny's poe-
seseion in exchange for the mestern extremity of Pomeranie with s con
eiderable perceniage of polish population, In this way, the *Joliah
frontier line would be moved further yest from Dantnig,/ _

8. The restoration of weet Prussia to rolemd is the only method
of raising the cconomic condition and securing the rapid commercial
progrees of this province,

d, Weet Pruseia, cmbracing in ite territory the mouth of the
Vistula, Polend's great river, is poland's natural outlet to the
sea, s=nd is absolutely essential for the econouie independence of
Polend and for her free interaourno with the outer worla,

2. The loss of that province by Gormany would reduce her coast line
on the Beltie ond would remove the danger of her sbeolute and indisputed
domination over that Seu, 6 douinution not only prejudiecisl to the
politicel independense of the gcendinavisn countries, but elso faeili.
tating a Germen commercisl monopoly in Northern ruesia,

f. The return of west Prussis to Pelend is the only wey of suar-
anteeing roland's political inc’iependenaé of Germeny, without yest
Prussia, Poland would be surrounded by German possessions to the
weet and worth; +hms in time of peace, sho would be entirely exposed
to Germam influence while in time of war. she would stend in danger
of being strategically outflanked, _2oland, thus, naturelly drswn inte
the orbit of cermem policy, would b_g_démo practically gGermany's vessal
State, subjected to German i.nter:reig;_aoo even in her Mtwm'affa:&r.a.

In this way, Poland, instead of_heming a barrier between Germsmy and
Fuseia, would be a German bridge tb .-.-'I‘{ussia..

€« lLeaving vest prussia in t}ermany'u bands would meanm the cone

tinuetion in thair province of s m, of injustice,

e

violence and a,hw



a rule which ought to be banished from jFurope after this war whiph
has necessitated 20 much saerifice on the part of the civilized nations,

3. BAST BRUSSIA. The province of nast pPruseis is composed
of two historically distinet parts: a. the smaller, vestera part,
warmmia /Brmelend/, with its principel eity Olszbyn/Allenstein/
belonged with its pPolieh and German Catholie population to the pelish
Stgte up to the partitions; b.the larger, Rasbern part, with its
prinecipal ¢ity XOGnigsberg and a populatien composed of germens in the
fentre and north, roles in the south amd Lithusnisne in the nast, all
Iyyherans, has never beem an integrel part of the rolish gtate, In
the Middle Ages 1t was inhabited by Prussians, a people now extinet,
of Lithuenian origin end langusge, The Teutonie order which settled
in these parts in the XIII century, aftcr the conquest of the country,
partly exterminated, partly Germsniz ed the prussians, After the
Teutonie Orier became seeculariszed, the puchy of prvesia which took
its place, remained a vassal State of poland up to lhe second half
of the XVII century., It gave i%s nam to the Kingdom of Prucsis of wx
vhich it became an integral part, The possession of that isolated terrie
tory by the eleotors of Brandenburg, who evenbually became kings of
Prussie, hes always been the sirongest cause of their enmity towards
Pojand: thelr poliey was neturally dominated by a tendency to destroy
Egpend's sovereignty on the Lower vVistula so as to link up tais
Eastern province with the rest of the Hohenzollierm dominions, This
aim was finally realiged by Frederick the Great and its realizetion wss
a mortal blow to roland’s indepenience,

The German speeking population of Reet prussie snd of some

of the adjoining districts of west prussis represents a compact group
inclosed between the rolish Wational terribéryuon the Western and
southern sides, and the Lithuanisn linguistic ares on the nagstern side, '
1t is therefore en isolated linguistie group composed of sbout 1,500,000
German speeking inhabitamts. The existence of tLis Germsn outpost
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between the mouths of the vistulas and the jiemen, the two great

rivers of polsnd, wae one of the chief causes of poland's ruin and

is now the main obetacle to the reconstitution of a really independent
Polish state,

The question of mast prussia requires thowomkh

analysis,

Linguistically the larger part of the province

is German,

Geographiecally 1t belonge to Polish territory,

Historieally and racially 4i{ is not a German country, its
original inhebitants being pPrussians, a tribe of rithuanian stock
subsequently Germanized by the feutonic order,

Boonomically, it is a country in stagnation, peing cepars-
ted by a custome fromtier from poland, to whieh it neturslly belongse,
Ezst Prusela must remain an impoveriched province with a sparse popu-
lation /only 144?; square mile, whereas poland has 260 to a square
mile/,

As reger@s socisgl conditions, it is neerly s mediseval
countrys there are large estates of prrussian Junkers and s mass of
peasant® who are treated like serfs and are brought up in the
gpixrit of serfdom.

Politicelly, ¢t is a stronghold of pPruseian reaction;
the extreme conservatives in the prussisn House come mainly from
Bp t EPrussian constituencies, where they are elected by the docile
peasants voling at the comnend of their masters, the landed pro-
prietors, ¥For thesSe pcalants who £till preserve the memory of their
non-German origin, German publie affairs have no interest asnd
they are guided by the térror instilled in them since the days of
the Teutonie ¥Xnights and kept up by thedr present descendant the Lani
owning Junkers, Hohenzollern peraongl rule had its strongest
supporters in the mast Prussian aristoeracy, a body iwkwsmk imbued with
feudel traditions end still preserving the mediseval spirit, the
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destruetion of this retrograde class would remove one of the ahi.ct \
berriers to Germany's social and political progress, '

In opite of their reactionary spirit, the pmast pPrussian
Junkers receive the support even of comparatively progressive
elements in Gérmany, being regarded by the latter as a bulwark of
Germaniem in the Faet, the downfall of which would spell disaster
to Germen sembitions in zastern murope.

The proper solution of the Best rrussian problem wonld
result not only in a guarsnty of Polend's mmm freedom, but also, to_\_
a great extent in the modernization of Germeny's politicel 1ife,

If mest Pruseis is to remain a part of continuous German i
territory, Polish vest Prussis must alse remain in Cermany's
possession, If nast Prussia remeins in German hends, an 'uela-tgq.
Prussisn posseesion separated from the main body of the country
by intervening relish Verritories, it will continue to eonstitute
a rource of never ending confliet between rolsnd and Germany, end the
latter will always strive to roestablish the territorial link at
Poland's expense, If Poland is to be 2 really free nation, in-
dependent of Germany, there sre only two alternative solutions of
the nast Prussian problem: cither the K®nigsberg province,i,e,, the
part of nast Prussie with s German_speal&&ns population must be united
"ith the Polish State on o hdme rule besis, or it must be established
a8 a small independent republic con-ected with Polamd by a customs
union. In either case, a great land refom in that province ought
to be earried out, the disproportionally large estates should be colo-
nizged by peasants., such reform would comstitdite a bagis for a demoera.
tle development of the country, | 3

Beonouic union with Poland would open a new period of
prosperity for that thinly populated country, polish imuirration
would follow snd in ite xwhmww turn would strengthen the bond between
the two countries, It may be re.-aaonably'expeetafc. that cconomie
inflvences alone wonld be sufficient %o d0 awey with the german iso-

letion and estrangement of the Ronigsberg country, and that the

letter would without eny political PresEuUre become in time o
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integral part of poland with & wixed Germen and,znlish.populatgggh
4. SILECIL, The whele province of Silegia wes from the dawn

of history end practicelly throughout the Middle Ages & Polish
country belonging to the Polish sStete, In lhe XIV century, it
was lost to Bohemia and after Bohemia had beenm incorporated into
the dermen Bmpire, Silesia became gredually Germinized, only upper
S4ilesin, more dsnsely populated, even in those remote times, Tre-
mained & rolish spesking country, In the Se¥en Years! jar, Frederick
the Great wrested silesis from Austrias and it became a prussisn
provinoce, The second half of the XIX century brought & revival
of Polish national conseiousness among the polish spesking popula-
tion of Upper and of some districtes of yiddle Silesia, This
nationsl movement made such a rapid progress that towaerds the end
of the century, the gilesian constituenties begen to returm Polish
members of the Peichetag, who mede comuon cause with the poles from
Posen and west Prussia in the etruggle sgainst the germsn Govern.
ment's vpoliey of extermination.

: By language, Uprer Silesia ies one of the most essentially
Polish provinces of the whole territory of polamd, In meny of
its distriets, the proportion of rolish speaking populstion exceeds
90%.

Urper Silesle is a province of immense economic importance
as it poereszes the richest coal deposite on the Furopean Continent;
sbout one-third of the Germen industries, particuldrly those of
Saxony, subsist on coel from Polish Silesis,

The strongest reasons call for the reunion of Upper
Silesia and of three districts of uiddle silecis with £0land,

These reasons, are , ag follows: 8. Historlecelly it is =sn ancient
Polizh Province /it is even called old Poland/ which thrice changed
magters and whieh is at present Prucsisn omly by virtue of @ com-
paratively recent conguest,
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b. Nationally, id is aleo Polish, the Germans constituting s
very small percentage of the population,

e, Geogrephically, it belongs to pPoland and represents an
indispensible link beiween Poland and {he ¢zecho-slovek country,

4, Ihe acquisition of the silesian coal basim by rolaund

would give a solid foundation to her industrisl developuent snd
would make that country a cerious competdter of Germeny in pastern
Turopcan markets, it should te borne in ming that the silesian
céal bugin which is situated entirely withim the polish ethnographic
territory wae dividea by the pre-war fromtier-lines into three parts,
of which the largest velonged to Germany, the second in size COmle
paratively rich, though 1litile exploited, o pustris [Galicia/,

and the smallest Tepresonting omnly 5% of the whole basin to the
Kingdom of poland /Uombrows Distriot/, That last part fed the
extenoively developed Polich induvstries which Supplied the nuosian
market,

I% i8 Geruany's aim to bring the whole of the 2ilesian
coal basin under her rale, 4As a firet step towards tue realization
of this sim, she plane the annexation of the Lombrows distriat,
There is ‘no doubt that the political reunion of the whole of this
¢osl basgin would produce more normai conditioms , for iis develop.
irent, but it may be reunited only under Polish ruls as it 1g
situated entirely on polish national territory,

The problem of German Polond is of immense importance
to Gormeny, polish Silesia represents ome third of her cosl SUpply;
the rolish province of Posen 1a only two houéa distent by rail from
Berlin; lastly, the gqlinh territory of yest Frusgia forme a link
between Germamy proper ana the xonissberg country; s german sentinel
overlooking nrussia) and a base of German influence in the B2ltie
Provinces /eonrlanl; Iivonia and Eethonia/, where the Germwsn clement
although not Very numerous, is cconomically and socially predominant,
The possession of the Bgltie coset ag far as the mouth of Tiemenm, and

the extension of German protec ove
tion OVer its Eagt , e o :
R SUeTR portionm, insuree
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to Germany, complete dpmination of the Baltle and indirectly puts

her in control of the scandinavian countries and of the comuereial
sea gate to iussia, PFurthermore, the Gormans realize that with

the Polish Baltie cozet in their hands and with a strong German
gtrategical position in cilesia and in the lazurian TLake district

of Hast Prussia, the independence of ;oland, however iLarge her @ize,
will be purely illusory. The chief adm of a defeated Germeny will be
to keep GBerman pPoland, and to that end she will endeavor to concliude
peace before her defeat becomes coliplete and hefore che has for-
feited =11 her chances of making an sdvantageous bargain, 1t must

- be added That @ermany's dominetion in (entral and jgpetern rEurope

which would folleow rolend's gubjection would be ecuivalent to her

mestery over the whole muropean Continent, as the remeining independent
nations of that Continent wonld be too wesk to withstard such a
tremendous power, and would maturslly be drawan into the orbif of
German politicel influence,

=00=00=00=00=0 (=00 =
I, AUS PRIASE FPOLARD.

The territory of Jjustrian Poland is composed of Galicia, annexed
%o svstria al the first partition of roland /1772/, and of the Duchy
of Cleszyn /Teshen/, a part of sustrian silesia,

1. GALICIL has an erea of 30,321 square miles and & populstion
of 8,025,675 /in 1910/ of whom 3,200,000 Spesk the Puthenian lanw
guaze, while 4,60Q000 are Poles,

Ihe Tuthenlan speaking population lives in mastern golicia
where the Poles reprecent only 20 per cent of the total population,
In the second half of the last century, there developed in mestern
Galicina a “wthenlsn Hationel movement, known also a8 Ukreinien,

From the very begiuning, i1t was supported by the sustrian Government
which saw thercin e means of weakening the Poles, and owing to the
same motive during the lest fifteem years, Berlin xZRe gave to this
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movement a ready support. UThe Ruthenian leaders demend the separa-
tion of igstern Galicia from Poland on the ground that the majority'
of the population is futhenien, I¥ should be borne in wind, how-
areré that the puthenian national movement, the existence of

which cannot be denied, has neither penetreted the whole maes

of the Ruthenien population , the great numbers of which are
ignorent and nationslly indifferemt, nor has it so far produced a
gtrong snd independent ruthenien intelleetnsl clase, 7The official
atatistics show that in &ll professions and trades in mastern

Sxx Galioia, except thal of small farmers, the nuthenian element
represents leoss than five per cent, Under such eircumstiances, it
is diffiouwlt to conceive how the country could te governﬁd by
Puthenians, If the government of @Galicia, under the sustriem
ruale, 18 in the hande of the Poles, 1t is not because they are
favored by irusiria, but because there is no other element in the
country cepable of assuming ite sdministration, fhue, in the near
foture, at least, & Polish sdminietration is the only conceivable
one for a normel development and pregress of the country. The
Ngthenian nafional sspirations must be satisfied to tho cxtent

of allowing full freedom to their nationsl life by the recognitiom
of the officisl charscier of the huthenian lsngusge, by nuthenisn
inetruction in the cducatiemsl institutions of the country, cte,
Byt &8 long a8 the Ruthenian nationality remaina in the embryonie
stage and a8 long as the level of Ruthenian intellestual 1life is tob
low to produce a progressive modern govermment to be conduoted by
Futhenlans, Zsstern Galicia should fomm =n integral part of the

£, 1ich state,

Galicia ie the only pawt of Polamd which, in the period
preceeding the war, cnjoyed a limited share of gelf-government,
hence it will be the chief source of eupply of expericnced atfieiail.

fhe economie importence of Galieia Ffor polend is very great
becaws ¢ of her natural resources, In the vest, there are rich
coal fields /part of the gilesiem bagin/, the exploitation of

which has Just begun; aleogg3lt mines worked sincw the XII century,
I, the Bast, there are rion/s1emy * ® depoeits of potacsium

V-



"/ galts [gainite/ indispenseble in agriculture /the only other

o’

I-f’émtry in gurope where Lainite is found if cexmany/.

2, feshen /Ciessynf, A small province /area 800 squarem
mile 8, populatiom 435,000 in 191g/ on the westera border of
galicia, iz the Polish part of Avatrian cilesis, only the south-
vestorn exiomity / dietriet of irydek and s part of the distriet
of Frisgztat/ has & Czech majority and should, therefore, be
eanexed to the Czecho-Slovsk country, 1t is understood
between the Poles and the Czechs, that on the (zecho-glovak
frontier, the nationality of the inhabitants ie to be determined
by their language and that districts with 2 Cgech majorily mmst
20 t0 the Czecho-slovak country, those with the polish majority
to Poland, In this way every couse for confliet will be re-
moved and the two netioms united by so meny bonds in their past
and threatened with the same danzer, will be able to likt up
in perfeet friendship united by sn allismce and, in =1l
probability, by economid .md military conventions,

The Gelimitotion between rolsnmd anmd the Czecho-slovek
country on the principle of the linguistic majority in
Auvetrian end pPrussian sileeis /in prussian cilesis the Cuechs are
found in one district only/ =ae well as in the Carpsthisne / in
the districte of zips and Or awe. in northern Hungary, poles ure
in the majority/

may be left to the understending between the
Poles and the Cgeecho-lovaks,
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Polish territories which belonged up to the nresent war to
Russia, w.re composed of : 1) The Kingdom of Polande 2) Polish
Bastern provinces disouted between Poland and Russine
i am of Poland was established at the Congress of
Viema as o senarate state under the sceptre of the Russian Raerors

After the Polisk revolution of 1830-3) it was incorporated
into the Huassian Ranire,

The Kingdom of Poland is the unin part of the "olish nutioe
nal organisa and the centre of Polish national life, It is the
largeet of all Polish territorial unite couprising an ares of
49,017 square miles, with & nopulation of 13,585,400 (Junuary let,
1910) ¢ Beographically, it cecunien the wost c-@tm ‘mu tione The
Kbngdom of Poland is the only part of the Polish territery which,
_after the nartitions, was re-established an a modern Polish State
and whick only for a short tine, resained completely under Loreign
rule, At the third sartition of Poland (dn 1706) it was divided
between Prussia and Austria; its territory was conquered by Yapuleon
who established the Duchy of Warsawe The Conpress of Viemna nade
it the Eingdom of Pealand, with & separate o¢rown given to the
Russian fmperor, its own constitution and parliament, a Polish
government and & sevurate “slish Amy, Yere, existaed the wodern
Polish State, and 4t nust be noted that &n the neriod 18151030,
that country was one of tha best governed and the nest »rosrecsive
in Zurone. Al'ter the incornoration into the Aussion Hupiee in 1801,
it preserved its scosrste 7olish adeinistration up to 1864, nly
after the insurrection of 1963«4 has it been subjeet to the rule
of foreigners and tc a system of denationalization which sroved
a total failurae,

After the ucceupution of the eountry Ly the Oerman and
Austrign Armies in the sresent war an aet of the Jermasn and Austrian
Emperors established here a "olish State, leaving to the future

Jlds RYU S BT AN POLAYD,
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the definition of ite fronticrs.

The population of the Xin-dom of Pﬁ-ﬂ. uss o whole, is
linguintically Polish ; only the northern extremity (the northemrn
kalf of the govermsent of Suwalki) has a Lithusnian-spoeaking mojoe
rity. In o few southeastern districts (govermsente of Lublin and
Bledlee) Ruthendan socaking minorities are found, Their fmrortance
was exaggerated by the Russian Govermaent which, aiming to réduse
the Polish national te-ritory, ereatcd these districts « sepurate
unit, the sovermment of Chelm, for the muroose of subjecting it
to a spoecial miu-mn-h rezings Thia new Chelam problem was artie
ficial. It was brought to 1ife bWy the Wutad appetiten of
the Ruseian nationnliefs, snd regurded with fevor, if not inspired
by Berline The Oermans had two aims in this matter: to produce a
new objeet of quarrel betwaen t:he Poles and the Ruﬁa’.ms, and to
reduce the unquestionably Tolish territory.

They took advantage of this anet of the R:ant;n movaraent
whick save thas a vretext for r«omunni; the province of Cheln
as o part of the Ukraniam territory in the treaty of Lrestelitowsik,
The fact is that the majority of the ufwim of Chelm is Polish,
that the Ruthenian s»eaking pooulation is couposed ezelusively of
el farmers and Iahahn._ amone them no sesaratinst tendencias
whatever exiont,

The EKinedowm of Poland is also the richest and economically
the moet develoned purd of the Polisk territory. Ae regurds the
education of the masses and the cultivation of the land, it reussine
behind Corman Pgland; it hod, however, very favorsnble conditions for
an industrial development, Thanks to the existence of coal fields
within ite boundaries, 4t develoved in the wecond half of the lust
century, & large textile and irom industry, supplying the Russian
and Asiatic markets, The founders of these industries were montly
Germens, bu the canital was not fmmorted from Cermany. The fortunes
of these great cantains of industry were made in Poland and it is
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noteworthy that their former German nationality becane rapidly
obliterated, Today, meat of the great resresentatives of Poland's
industries rank, in snite of their Jerman names, aemg the noat
ardent nartisans of Poliah indeperdence, and build thaiy .hw
for the futwre upon Jerman defeat, Une of the results of the
industrinl develomment {in the nre-war yaeavrs, half of the
Einrdom's Pevenue won derived from toaxation of its industries)
was a rapid growth of a nroeperous Pplinck mMddle elans which
assweed a leading place in thae politicud 1ife of the countyy and
poave it a strongly demsorutic charaoter,

The time in which the old lunded nobility played the fore-
most part in the nolitienl life of Poland are gone Sorever,

The Kinzdom of “oland must be dncluded in the new Polish
State in its sntivety, the only dabatable part of ite territory
being the northern extrenity with o Lithusnian ssreaking majority.
The future of those fow dbetriets will devend uwsen what will be
the political status of the Lithuasmian countyy.

The rovermuents of Kowno, Vilng, Grodnoe, Ninsk, Nolylow,
Vitebuk, Volhynia, Podolin and Laev with = totad area of 150,933
square milee and a ponulstion of 24,015,400 revrepent the ancient
territory of the Polish state annexed to Russia in the course
of the three nurtitions ( 1773, 1793, 1708)¢ In the varicus parts
of thie vast country, the respective mujorities of the pomilation
use either Ruthenian, or Yhite Ruthenian or Polish or 14 thuanian
as their mother tonsue, There are no relisble official datun miving
the »roportion of Poles in thene territories:, the Ruesisn govern-
ypent staticties on this subject are of no value whatsoevaer, as
they are crudely falsified just to suit the nolitiead purpose
of showing that the countey 8 not Poliche Recvent Poliak cetinates
made on the basis of slectoral retuwrns show §,000,000 as the
mmber of Poles in this territosy.

- 10 -
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Emononienlly and socially, these are the nost backward
provinces of ancient Poland, In m first half of the XAX century,
the Auesien soverament etill recomized theve provinces as Polishy
the official language of the ndmini stration was Polish, and sv wos
the language used in the sehoold and in the Univervity of Vilne,
at that time o great centre of intellectumd life, After 1830, the
attitude of the Ruseian movornment underwsnt & chunpge as & repult
of which & srutem of the woet ruthlesa perseceution of everything
Peliskh wae put into effect, Thin systen was destined o Inet until
the preaent ware The Poles being the only intellectunl ond economde
force in that sountry, the Russian govermpent in endeavoring te
sunpress thelr influence, necessarily suoressed the whole national
life and cconamic and soelsl progrens of those provinces.

The political future of these tervitories presents perhans,
the most difficult »roblem in the whale of Awrone,

Up to the present war, the conditions of the Russians us
& noeial factor thore was very orecarious, They owned half of the
larpge landed estates of whieh the Poles had been disposscsned,

- mostly by confiscution, but theme land owmers did mot as a rule,

reside in the country, the bulk of Russian residents beins come
posed of movermient officials who nod from the countyy during the
retreat of the Russian Army, At present, there are no! Russians
in that countyys The restitution of these territories to fussia
would, consequently, amount to a re-insteatenent of foreign rulers,
whose previous rule had never taken root, nor sequired a foothold
in the country; for it had been o rule of abuse and sopression,
hamnering the ;anmcu af the country and atteunting to drag down
ite nost honest, intelligent, and constructive clenente.

The Ruthenfsn ( Ukrednisn), White Ruthenian and Lj thuanian
majorities consint nenrly exclusively of small farmers and nriests.
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The ¥hite Ruthenians represent an entirely pascive racind
element, There 1o no naticnal wmovement of wmwiy kind smons themg
ner are there even any rudimente of a White Ruthenian 1itersture.

For the laat fifty years, there has been a certain amognt

%.

of literary setivity among the Ukrainjans, followed up by a languid

political movenent towards national seraration, This movemant,
however, was almost ontirely limited to certain circles connosed

of university students, 1wostly sons of srieccts and puasants, It has

not vet develored sufficiently to produce a strong intellectimd

tless among the Ukrainians,

If Cormuny rewornirzed the Ukrainian nation in the treaty of

BreateLitowsl, it wan not owing to any consideration of inters
nationnl Justiee, but merely se a device for snalitting up Russia
end reducing the territory of Poland; thie Cermeny did with a
perfemt knowledse that the Ukrainian stete cowldd not Le resily
independent and would £nwlm1y‘}um a Oerman protectorute.

Only mmongz thae Lithuanisn ssoeaking neonle in thuse teryie
tories did the nationalist wovememt neke o considerable ~roprecs,

¥

It began not more than 40 years ago, and within this short neriod,
ite lesding resresentatives sained some influence over the Lithuane

nian masses, the latter being more advanced and capable of progress

than either Ruthenimns or Yhite Ruthnn!.gm. But the ldthusnisn

national movement is still very younmg. Asong the eduecnted ciass of
the country, the Lithmanian nationmlists are few in nwber and the
foles remain the chisef cultured elensnt of the country; Idthuanian

atteupts in the literary field are still in their infaney, and

their languape hes not yat developed beyond o very nrimitive stage}
thare 48 sround to delieve that the lLithusnions will develop in the

future into an independent mtlgu. but this ne yet ie not an

seoonunlished fact, Unfortunutely, the Lithusnian necnle sre not
great in mumber and statistics show that the Lithuunian shreaking
nopulation doer not exceed t.0 millions living in o more or lece
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conpact mass on n sharply defined territory (soverfment of Kowno,
parts of the movermments of Spwalki and Vilno and & part of East
Prussia,) |

The Poles, as stated above, repraesent the cultured element
and are the main economie strensth of the sntire territory of these
Esstern nrovinces. As fer back as 1863 they were soclally and eco=
nomically complete masters #f the coumtry, but the last half of the
eentury has witnessced dheir decline to = conegiderable depgress Thins
was eaused by, firstly, the wtreme anti-Polish noliey of the ‘ussian
govermment which confisented ;011 gh properties, destroyed whole
Polish villages and sent their 1nhat;1tantu to Siberia (after the
last insurrection 1&83-4) forbade the use of the polieh Jansuape "
even in the ptreets ete,} secondly, the anti«Ppliech propagands of
the Russian azents amons the Ruthenian, White Ruthenian and Lithuae
nian neasants which excited theme elaments not only asainst the
Polish land owners, but slso amainst intellectual peonle, maong
whiel the Poles were the mest mmerous; thirdly, the nrogress of
the Lithuanisn nation movemens, and lastly, and fourthly, the
alienation of the Jews, who. are very nuserous in this territory
and who nartly adonted the Russian langunge snd culture and as o
mage, organized themselves into a sesarate Jewish nationality with

a rather hastile attitude toward the Polea,

The Jews of the lLastern provinces usde considerable nromress
gnd in the economie and ingelleetual life of the countyry wre second

in strength to the Poles.

The natumdl process of imelgration from the densely populae
ted Pgland bhas been nearly stooned in the lust fifty years thwough
the strong messures applied by the ?\iunm povernment, Instead,
the young gencration of Poles from these orovinces, enigrated in
larre nuabers to Russia, weing denriwed of the neans of subsistence
in their own -eomtry;

~

'r& Poles are at present t00 weak to rule successfully,
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all the terrigory of the Emstern provincus. Considering that there
is no other cultured element of sufficient strength, this mekes the
problen of the nelitica] future of these Rastern Polish nrovinces
nearly insoluble, The establishment of indevendent | ithusnien :nd
Derainion States would mean either anarchy of a rule by foreigners,
the Oermens, The return of these provinces t¢ lussin would meun

ne less anarchy and stagnation in intellectusl ss in economio
spheres, The re-estoblishment of “gland on the whole territory,
would burden the Pglish State with a task beyond its forces, and
deprive it of the interncl cohesion necessary to every stute und
particularly to Poland, the close neighbor of Termany. There is no
good solution of this problam, and it ie necessary tu adopt one
whick would present less druwbacks than the olhers, Such a solution
would be reached by dividing the territory of the Lastern Polish
arovinegs into two narted:the Western purtd, where the Polish element
iv more mumercus, and the "plish influence declsively predoninant
should belong to the Polish Btate, and the Hustern part should remain
in Ruseia's possession, This would sive to Poland & frontier a littls
more advunced to the Zsst than it was after the second partition
(173) 4 The territory of the Lithuwnian speaking majority in the
north should be orgunized as u senarate countyry sand united with the
Polish State on the basis of a home rule. -

.
Lithuania should comorise the covernmants of Kovme, the
northwestern belt of the govermment of Vilne, the nerthern larger
nurt of the govermment of Suwalki, and the northeastesrn belt of Bast
Prupsia { the lower GOWPeE of the Miemen), The southern extrenity
of Couwrland, with the small part of Yolancen forms also & part of the
Lithuenian bletorical and linguistic territory; it was incorporated
fato Comrland as late as 1048, tosatiefy the dasands of Courland'e
Gemans who wanted to be in direet contuet with Prussiae The frontier
should now be rectified and 1% should even be drawm north of Liveu,
toking into considerstion the faet tiat Iibau as & sea-nort carrics
the trode of Lithusnia, and, th&.&rnru. the port of Libaw, would Mave
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would be too small to form a totally independent state, but in union

the necessary conditions for a prosperous develonment, Lithuania

with Poland, its national freedom and nrogress would be better assure(
then in any other combination, lLithuania has been civilized by Poland
and the continuation of the union with Poland would be quite natural
and would »nresent no danger to her national future. A dumocrgtic state
which Pgland will be without doubt, will put no obstacles in the way

of the free developuent of the Lithusnisn nationality,

The Polish territory to the East a?bxinmdon of Ppland should
comprise the remadning larger part of the governments of Vilno (inc-
luding the city of Vilno) and the govermnmnet of Grodno, where the
Poles are in the majority or in a predominant minority, the larger
part of the movernment of Minsk, including thettowns of Minsk,Slutzk
and Pinsk, the western nart of Volhynia, as far as the river ﬁanyn.
and the western districts of “odolia (Ploskirow and Kamieniec -
Podoleki). In all this territory, the Poles represent a very strong
minority, and are the only intellectual and economic force b the
country capable of rullng it. The western part of the govermment of
Vitebek (Polish Livenia) with the town of Dwinsk (Dﬂ&}burq) and the
eastern extremity of Courland tlllukat district) is inrabited by the
mixed Polieh and Lettish 5onulation, the Poles being predominant in
economic and intellectual life. The inclusion of this territory in
the Polish state would be advisable in case Courland and Livonia
should not belong to Russia, If, however, these 3altic countries
should form a nart of Russia, peogranhical reasons would speak

against the incornoration of Polish Livonia into the Polish state.

All the remainine territory of the eastern provinces, 1.e.,
the eastern part of the govaermment of Vitebsk, the government of
Hohylew, the eastern nart of the govermment of lMinsk, the governments

of Volhynia and Podolda; except their western distriets, included



in Poland add the soverment of Kiev,. should £0 back to Russia. In

some isolateddistriets of that territory the Polish element is very
strong, but on the wholey it is not sufficiently strong to be able
to rule the country successfully, In many districts, the Polus are
almost exclucively lurme land owners, and this part of Lurope tends
towards the rapid disappearance of large landed preverties, their

predominant nosition in the country does not nromise to last long.

. That is the reason why the inclusion of the eastern belt bm ?Ellni

on the basis of historiesl rights would ereate great difficulty for
the new state whioh could be a barrier spainst German eXpansion only
on two conditions, vis: that it is at the sane time a denoeratie and

a Polish Hational State.

The above territorisl program ip neither an expression of
any ambitions for national exounsien, nor is it dictated by eny feal-
ing of hoetility towards Poland's neighbors, There is ne nation in
Euroge more intent unon the establishment Qf a solid, lasting peace
after the nregsent war than Poland, which has suffered not only during
this areat world struesle, dut during more than a century ol war
carried on ageinst her by her oporessors, She has before her wn ime-
mense constructive work s¢ us to heal the wounds of that iong war, tO
restore her economic welfare, to raise the education of the nasses,
to orgenize her politienl life sbong e wodern lines, to becwme a
healthy, constructive demomracy, able to live and prosser and to
contribute to the srosgraess of all mankind,

To fulfill these taske, "oland necds nuéﬁﬁz peace and friendly
relations with her neighvors, esnecially with Russia , and she nust
be in close union with tﬁe -mdxxor nations, the Aumanians and the
Coccho=Blowacks, But the Poles cannot forget that their cowntry is
situated in that sart of Hurope, tde conditions of whiek are much
less cettled thah those of the Western civilized world, where new

e —

problexs hove arisen in the course of this war, and are likely to causs

new difficulties in the future,



.H*I‘ . The territorial sclution of the Polish problem as nroposed
Q above is the result of a long and coreful wu-_ of "vland's site
uation, In the deep belief of the Poles, it iu__l'._t'-?r-e only solution

- cupable of assuring the indene¢ndent development @f the country in

peace and its gsalety in case of confiict.

The Polish nation has its rishts and its runéﬁatbﬂ!tht.
Its mmbition is not only to have its rishts spatinfied and 168 nae
tionul independence restored, but aleo %o be in ‘!the position to
ful £111 its duty towards eivilized munkind by being & gusrdian of the

]

high ideals of Justice, {reedom and nence.

In the e)position of the sbove terri torinl ;a-i;lom, no attempt
is made to concegl the diffieculties commemted with kt%f roulization,
T™his is done in the hove that the envrméns mri’ﬂcus mm by free
monkind in this great strussle will no: lead to n pzut.ﬁhlm rence,
avoiding difficulties, and leaving their mlutd.m to t.ha mt rengm
rations, but will end by o great resodelling of the mmrmtitml
ei tuation through the building of free, im!;lpn-m n#d nti'n-ng uni ts
capable of heing wortly and efficient members of the future {cm
of ’h-tiana.
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